MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE SYCAMORE TREE PUBLIC HOUSE, COLWINSTON, ON MONDAY 10th JANUARY, 2011 AT 7.00 PM.

1
ATTENDANCE

Councillors:


P Graham-Woollard – Chairman






G W Bates – Deputy Chairman

A J Austin

W Bellin

Mrs A K Jarrett

County Councillor R P Thomas (Part-meeting)
Apologies:


Councillor Mrs S J Carter


Clerk:



Mr B J Graham-Woollard

2
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
2.1
December Meeting

It was proposed by Councillor G W Bates, and seconded by Councillor A Austin that the minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 6th December, 2010, be signed by the Chairman as a true record.  Carried unanimously.

3
MATTERS ARISING
3.1
Vacancy following resignation of Councillor

The Chairman welcomed Angela Jarrett to her first Community Council meeting.  Once Mrs Jarrett had signed the acceptance of office documents, she became a full Councillor and will serve on the Community Council until the next elections in 2012.  The Chairman asked Councillor Mrs A Jarrett to arrange a personal e-mail address to receive documents.
There still remained one vacancy, and the Clerk had not received any interest in regard to the matter.  The Chairman agreed to add a request to the Colwinston News to ask for any interest, which  had to be in writing to the Clerk or the Chairman.  Agreed unanimously.

3.2
Precept 2011 – 12
The Chairman informed the meeting of the Precept request for 2011 – 12, a copy of which had been sent to all Councillors, and a copy was also circulated at the meeting.  The Chairman said that he had tried to assess the budget whilst not having information from the Vale of Glamorgan Council in regard to services such as Grass cutting where a budget has not yet been finalised by the Vale of Glamorgan.  The Chairman said that the most pessimistic view would be more beneficial to assume to ensure that all the finances could be put into perspective.  The Chairman added that he was still waiting to finalise the last stage of the CASH Grant application, and was waiting for the actual confirmation.  Until then, this grant could not be included in the budget.  If this was turned down and not confirmed, then the deficit would be matched against the £10 precept.  However, this would be covered by current balances.

If the CASH Grant was received, however, and the bollard project was taken forward, the cash balances would be reduced by £635 in 2011 – 12, if a precept of £10 was requested.  Another alternative was that the Precept could be forgone for this year, the maintenance and other projects could still be carried out, leading to a balance of £3-4,000 in credit next year.  See Appendix 1 attached to these minutes.
The Chairman then opened the matter for general discussion.  Councillor W Bellin understood that there may be an extra cost of lighting away from the main road and the potholes on the road.  The Chairman stated that all roads and potholes would be the Vale of Glamorgan Council’s responsibility, and the Community Council would not be allowed to carry it out.  In regard to the street lighting, Councillor G Bates said that the Vale of Glamorgan Council had a statutory responsibility to carry out repairs and lighting on roads and maintain the lights.  The Vale of Glamorgan Council can make an Order to turn off the lights, but there was the provision that the Community could push for the lights to be turned back on.
Councillor Mrs A Jarrett asked how the Precept worked.  The Chairman explained that the Precept is a levy for a Band E Property (as a basis), as a £1.00 levy on each property.  £1.00 = £271, therefore £10.00 = £2710.  In regard to the Village Hall, the Committee would still be able to ask the Community Council for small grants, but the Community Council was not responsible for the Tennis Courts, the Play Area and so forth, as they were the property of the Village Hall under lease, and as such the Vale of Glamorgan Council was responsible.

Councillor G Bates remarked that the Precept should be separated into revenue and income.  A £10.00 precept would equal £ 2710, but the grass cutting for example would be an annual cost.  The salt bins would also present revenue costs for refills.  This could lead to a revenue expenditure of £4000 against an income of £2710, not taking the existing balances into account.
Councillor G Bates added that in the coming years, in order to offset the ongoing deficit, the precept would need to be increased by a minimum of 6 pence, in stages of 2 pence every year for 3 years, which would equate to a total £6.00 in the levy.  This would leave, after 4 years, a reasonable cash flow.  However, there may be CASH Grant money granted and available, producing a possible surplus of income over expenditure.
It was proposed by Councillor G Bates to keep the Precept at the same rate of £10.00 for 2011 – 12, seconded by Councillor A Austin.  Carried unanimously.
3.3
Financial Audit 2009/10 & Treasurer’s Report
The Clerk reported that he had sent the return back in December with the agreed amendments, but had not yet received a reply from Mazars.

3.4
Planning Application - PDC-MPH-2010-00923FUL - Crack Hill Motocross

The Clerk declared a conflict of interest in relation to his Welsh Assembly Government role and handed over the taking of notes for this part of the meeting to the Chairman.  The Chairman added that the Clerk would not be permitted to take any role in the issue and that all issues concerning this matter would be passed on to the Chairman.

Councillor A Austin reported that he had seen and heard activity in December and that the sign was still in the hedge and a request had been put forward to remove it.  Councillor G Bates said that he had talked to Richard Edwards about the hedge, but that it may be difficult to prove either way.  The Chairman confirmed that despite refusal of the Planning Application, the land owner could still use the site for Motocross activities for 28 days in any calendar year.  The Chairman had been in touch with Vale of Glamorgan Council but had not received any reply.  The Chairman agreed to contact them again.  The Chairman said it remained important to be vigilant on this matter.
Once this matter was closed, the Clerk resumed his role.

3.5
Community Projects

-
Little Hill

-
Village Green

In regard to the CASH Grants, the Chairman was still waiting for the Inspector to come out to look at the projects.  Once this had been carried out, it was hoped that the grant would be confirmed.
The Chairman reported that the lockable bollard on the Village Green seemed to have been nudged, and this has been fixed by the contractor at no charge.

The Chairman said that the Christmas Trees looked very good and had been successful.  Councillor A Austin proposed that £20 be given to John and Julie Lloyd for the provision of electricity to the lights on the tree on the Village Green.  This was seconded by Councillor G Bates.  Agreed unanimously.  Councillor G Bates said that the CASH Grant for Christmas had helped to pay for the trees and also for replacement lights for the Church Tree.
3.6
Binding of Minutes
The Chairman said that he would need to speak to the Clerk and also Brown’s to ensure that the information was correct.  The Clerk reported that he had been undergoing the process of putting all files onto an electronic system as required by One Voice Wales.  On-going.
3.7
Notice Board

The Chairman suggested that this be put under capital projects and be discussed separately.  Agreed.
3.8
Newsletter – Colwinston News & Views
Councillor A Austin said that there was a week to the deadline, the Chairman said that he would try and send something to Julie Lloyd in time.
3.9
Reception of Broadband
The Chairman said that he understood that the Broadband would be connected by the end of the Financial Year 2010-11.  The Chairman said that this had been passed to him by Alun Cairns MP, and that the cables were ready to be connected.  The Chairman said that there were three connecting stations.  Cowbridge Comprehensive is connected to one.  A cable runs from A48 to Golygfa, then another from there to the pillar opposite Yew Tree Farmhouse.  There is a fibre-optic terminal on the post.

The Chairman said that from this point to everywhere else in the village, there would not be any difference using the copper cable, with the current system.  The idea is that the cable will improve the signal.  The Chairman thought that the pressure should be kept on BT to meet the deadline which had been promised.  The Chairman said that he had received confirmation through Jane Hutt AM and Alun Cairns MP.  The Chairman also reported that he understood that Jane Hutt AM had also received confirmation through the Deputy First Minister in regard to this matter.  The Chairman agreed that he would follow this up with both Jane Hutt AM and Alun Cairns MP.
3.10
Boundary Query
The Chairman reported that Miles Punter had yet to agree to confirm that this was the case, but he was looking into the matter.
3.11
CASH Grant 2010-11

This was discussed at point 3.5.

3.12
Damage to the grass verge by the School
Councillor G Bates said that he would bring the matter up at the next School Governors meeting in February.  Councillor G Bates said that there were several options, reseeding the land opposite, writing to the parents and if this was not successful, then a request to have bollards installed.  The Chairman said that he had written to Highways about this matter to enquire as to how to proceed, as it would need approval from the Vale of Glamorgan Council.  Councillor A Austin said that guidance would be needed from the Vale of Glamorgan Council to ensure that this followed their rules and guidelines.  The Chairman said that the idea of the bollards on the Village Green had been very popular and that the Community Councils of St.Nicholas and Llangan along with other areas were looking to copying it.  To be discussed at the February meeting.
3.13
Best Kept Village Competition


The Chairman asked whether it was worth putting in an application for this year’s competition.  It was agreed that this would be discussed again at the February meeting.  Councillor G Bates thought that the appointment of a voluntary ‘clean the village tsar’ would be better than putting in an application for this competition.  To be discussed further at the February meeting.
3.14
Quarry Liaison Committee

The Chairman reported that he was unable to go.  County Councillor R Thomas said that he had attended, and that it was a short meeting with very few questions.
3.15
Village Green

See item 3.5

3.16
Car park behind St.Michael’s Church

The Chairman remarked that it would not be necessary to make a decision until the Vale of Glamorgan Council had made a decision on whether they would carry out any work.  County Councillor R Thomas said that the budgets were being discussed at the moment, but it would be unlikely that the Vale of Glamorgan Council would maintain the area.  County Councillor R Thomas added that the grass cutting would still need to be decided for the next year.  Councillor G Bates said that it would be necessary to review this once the budget had been agreed.  The Chairman said that it would be better to discuss this in March, and that the area behind the Church would probably be part of a project carried out by the Community Council instead.  To be discussed at the March meeting.
3.17
Recycling

County Councillor R Thomas said that he had contacted Rhondda-Cynon-Taff Council in regard to the problems and the dangerous driving.  All were asked to be vigilant in regard to this matter.
3.18
HGV Signs

The Chairman reported that there had been 3 incidents in the village in the last two months and that a record was being kept.  In view of the Eisteddfod being placed in the Vale in 2012, the Chairman had written to Miles Punter at the Vale of Glamorgan Council that this was strong enough evidence to put the satellite navigation warning signs up, which could help to ensure that this would gain approval from the Welsh Assembly Government.  The Chairman said that he was awaiting further information from Miles Punter in this matter.
3.19.
A48 – Re-designation of bypass speed limits
The Chairman said that he had also referred this to the Vale in the context of poor road surface drainage.  The Chairman said that the work had not been done to specification, and that the Vale of Glamorgan Council were having difficulties in questioning the contractors.


3.20
Request for new Sycamore Tree Pub signs
County Councillor R Thomas said that he had spoken to various officials at the Vale of Glamorgan Council and that there was no problem.  County Councillor R Thomas added that that Brains should write to Andrew Loosemore to request the signs outside the village.  The Chairman said that he had also written to Miles Punter in regard to this.  It was agreed that Councillor Mrs A Jarrett would ask Brains to write to the Vale of Glamorgan Council.


3.21
Gritting
The Chairman said that the new bin will be delivered as soon as possible, which would then hopefully alleviate any future problems.  The Chairman would then discuss with Councillor G Bates where it would be sited.  The Chairman thought that there was a spot at the bottom of Church Lane which would possibly be big enough for the space.  The Chairman agreed to put information in the newsletter with regard to a note for using the bins.


3.22
Advertising Lorry on Green Lane
The Chairman said that Nathaniel Cars was still advertising on Green Lane.  County Councillor R Thomas said that this and the Motocross signs and the hedge were being looked into.


3.23
Colwinston Trust
The Clerk had not yet been able to contact the vicar, but would do so shortly.

4
HIGHWAY MATTERS

4.1
General Highway Matters

The Chairman gave a report on highway matters as follows:

· Damaged Roads

The Chairman said that this had been brought to the attention of Miles Punter in regard to the state of the roads, and that there was a road resurfacing scheme.  The Community Council appreciated the excellent job which the Vale of Glamorgan Council had done throughout the winter season, especially over Christmas.  The Chairman agreed to write to the Vale of Glamorgan Council to compliment them on the level of service provided.
· Grass cutting

The Chairman said that this would be discussed at the March meeting.  To be looked at in March/ April 2011.

5
TREASURER’S REPORT

5.1
Report of Accounts

The Treasurer reported that there were no changes to the accounts.
6
CLERK’S REPORT

6.1
CASH Grant for Christmas 2010
The Clerk reported that this had been used for the trees and lights.
6.2
Clerk’s Expenses
The Chairman declared an interest and handed the chair of the meeting to the Deputy Chairman.  The Clerk’s expenses for the period 12th October to 31st December were in total of £455.12.  It was proposed by Councillor A Austin and seconded by Councillor Mrs A Jarrett that the Clerk be paid.  Agreed unanimously.  The Deputy Chairman then gave control of the meeting back to the Chairman.
6.3
Clerk’s Absence
The Clerk informed the meeting that he would be away from the 30th of January until the 5th of March, and would therefore be unable to attend the next meeting.  It was agreed, as a pro-tem emergency replacement, that the Chairman would act in the Clerk’s place on a non-gratia basis until the Clerk’s return.  Agreed unanimously.
7
OTHER BUSINESS
7.1
Precept payment
The Clerk passed the payment authority for December to the Treasurer.

7.2. The Seat for the Little Hill

The Chairman presented various options for a possible seat for the Little Hill.  The options were as follows:

· One made of teak at £220 pounds fitted
· One made of Java teak at £350 pounds fitted, and

· One made of pine at £287 fitted

All prices included fitting, all types of wood needed a protective coat.  County Councillor R Thomas said that there were rural grants available for projects as long as they are finished by May 2012, and that this could qualify for a rural grant.  County Councillor R Thomas added that this grant could be applied for various projects in the village to upkeep and improve areas.

The Chairman agreed that he would contact the Vale of Glamorgan Council in regard to the rural grant to see if it could be applied for to build and maintain areas of the village, and also for the bollards project.  It was, however, noted that the bollards project would need agreement from the Vale of Glamorgan Council beforehand.  It was proposed by Councillor A Austin and seconded by Councillor G Bates that the pine bench be selected and paid for.  Agreed unanimously.  The Chairman also agreed to look into a plaque for the bench, all Councillors to ask the village for views and discuss the matter at the next meeting.

8
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
8.1
The date of the Next Meeting

It was agreed that the next meeting will be held on Tuesday, the 1st of February at 7.00 pm at the Sycamore Public House, Colwinston.

There being no further business, the Meeting was closed at 9.00 pm.

Signed
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....

Chairman, Colwinston Community Council

Date
01/02/2011
Signed
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...

Clerk, Colwinston Community Council

Date
01/02/2011*
*
The Minutes were agreed at the February meeting, but not signed off by the Clerk until the 5th of March when he returned from holiday.
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